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Accreditation for Higher Diploma in Pet Care and Animal Assisted Therapy & Animal-Assisted Interventions Professions

Qualification(s)

Human or Animal Services
Professionals of any
recognized institutions®

Pet Care and Animal Assisted
Therapy or equivalent?

degree* or equivalent®

degree* or equivalent®

Level 0 1 2 3 4
Affiliated Facilitator Associate Registered Registered
Specialist/Therapist Specialist/Therapist Supervisor
AAA Animal Assisted Animal Assisted Registered Animal Assisted Registered Animal Assisted
Activities Facilitator Activities Associate Activities Specialist Activities Specialist
Professiona Specialist (Supervisor)
| AAE N.A. Animal Assisted Animal Assisted Registered Animal Assisted Registered Animal Assisted
Membership Education Facilitator Education Associate Education Specialist Education Specialist
Titles Specialist (Supervisor)
AAT Animal Assisted Animal Assisted Registered Animal Assisted Registered Animal Assisted
Therapy Facilitator Associate Therapist Therapist Therapist (Supervisor)
Academic Current Students of Graduate of Higher Diploma in A recognised Bachelor’s A recognised Bachelor’s A recognised Master’s degree*
or above with a thesis topic in

the area of AAA/AAE/AAT#

Other
Qualification(s)

N.A.

Dog behavior and training
competencies
(to be assessed by HKIAAI)

Being an Animal Assisted
Therapy Facilitator for at least 1
year, with an
Accredited dog training
certification” or competencies
(to be assessed by HKIAAI)

Being an Animal Assisted
Associate Therapist for at least
1 year, with an Accredited dog
training certification” or
competencies (to be assessed
by HKIAAI)

Being a Registered Animal
Assisted Therapist for at least 3
years, with an Accredited dog
training certification” or
competencies (to be assessed
by HKIAAI)

Number of
Internship Hours

N.A.

Not less than 100 Hours (within
4 consecutive years after
candidacy granted), including
planning and execution, of
which not less than 60 hours of
supervised hours by a
Registered Animal Assisted
Therapist Supervisor?.

Not less than 200 Hours (within
4 consecutive years after
candidacy granted), including
planning and execution in the
position of a candidate for an
Animal Assisted Associate
Therapist, of which not less
than 40 hours of supervised
hours by a Registered Animal
Assisted Therapist Supervisor?.

Not less than 400 Hours (within
4 consecutive years after
candidacy granted), including

planning and execution in the
position of a candidate for a
Registered Animal Assisted
Therapist, of which not less
than 60 hours of supervised
hours by a Registered Animal
Assisted Therapist Supervisor”.

Offered supervision of not less than
500 hours (within 4 consecutive
years after candidacy granted), to
Registered Animal Assisted
Therapist" (candidate) and not less
than 300 hours to Animal Assisted
Therapy Facilitator/Associate
Therapist* (candidate), in the
position of a candidate for a
Registered Animal Assisted
Therapist Supervisor

Initials

N.A.

AAT-FA

AAT-A?

AAT-R?

AAT-RS”

Reaccreditation

N.A.

Maintain at least 30 hours of
Animal Assisted Therapist
facilitator service hours within 2
years following the date of last
renewal of the status”.

Maintain at least 120 hours of
Animal Assisted Therapist
Associate service hours within 2
years following the date of last
renewal of the status”.

Maintain at least 90 hours of
Animal Assisted service hours
within 2 years following the date
of last renewal of the status”.

Maintain at least 60 hours of
Animal Assisted service hours
within 2 years following the date
of last renewal of the status”.

Remarks

Must provide services with a Registered Animal Assisted Therapist or a Registered Animal

Assisted Therapist Supervisor®

N.A.

The accreditation system would be reviewed regularly by HKIAAI, please refer to the Institute’s latest announcement.

* Qualifications:

For AAA, can be in any area, subjected to the approval from HKIAAI.
For AAE/AAT, in the areas of counseling, education, occupational/physical therapy, social services or psychology-related fields, subjected to the approval from HKIAAI.

A The example given is based on the stream of AAT.
*The eligibility of the qualifications is subjected to the approval from HKIAAI, only force and fear free positive reinforcement techniques will be approved to adopt in the

handling of accredited therapy dogs.




